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What is Climate Gentrificat ion?
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⊳ Properties become more valuable than others 
d u e  to  t h e ir a b ilit y t o  b e t t e r a ccom m od a te  
se t t le m e n t  a n d  in fra st ru c tu re  in  t h e  fa ce  o f 
c lim a te  ch a n g e

⊳ P e rp e tu a t e d  b y th e  in t e re st  o f ca p it a l g a in  a s 
low e r-in com e  com m u n it ie s a re  p u sh e d  ou t  o f 
t h e ir n e ig h b orh ood s in  o rd e r fo r d e ve lop e rs t o  
b u ild  p rop e rty

⊳ Hu rt s d isa d va n ta g e  com m u n it ie s w h o  a re  
vu ln e ra b le  t o  o th e r issu e s



“
Racism does not drive gentrification, 

capitalism does; racism is the outcome 
of gentrification, it is the effect
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What is climate gentrificat ion? (cont .)
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⊳ The term “climate gentrification” was first introduced in 2018 in a study 
of Mia m i-Da d e  cou n ty’s risin g  h ou sin g  p rice s

⊳ Form s o f c lim a te  g e n t rifica t ion :
⊳ 1- w e a lth y d e ve lop e rs m ig ra t in g  in to  low -in com e  n e ig h b orh ood s d u e  

to  t h e  com m u n ity’s fa vora b le  loca t ion  
⊳ 2- h ig h  e xp e n se s o f in ve stm e n t  w h ich  m a ke  a n  a re a  in a cce ssib le  t o  

low e r-in com e  h ou se h o ld s
⊳ 3- e n ta ils  sim ila r con d it ion s o f t h e  p re viou s e xa m p le  in  w h ich  re silie n cy 

p la n s n e g a t ive ly im p a ct  a cce ss t o  h ou sin g



Sea Level Rise and Gentrificat ion
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⊳ By 2050, annual losses from flooding 
re la t e d  to  c lim a te  ch a n g e  a n d  se a -le ve l 
rise  cou ld  in cre a se  to  m ore  th a n  $60  
b illion  a  ye a r 

⊳ As se a  le ve l rise s, coa sta l a re a s (w h ich  
com m on ly h o ld  w e a lth y h ou se s) a re  a t  
risk
▸ As a  re su lt , m a n y m ove  in la n d , 

w h e re  it  h a s h isto rica lly h ou se d  
m in o rity com m u n it ie s w h o  live  on  
h ig h e r e le va te d  la n d  



Populat ion Displacement  
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⊳ Weather damages from hurricanes can hurt coastal 
p la ce s t re m e n d ou sly, le a vin g  c it ize n s w ith  n o  o th e r 
ch o ice , b u t  t o  m ove

⊳ Sm a ll la n d  m a ss, o r isla n d s, a re  st a rt in g  to  ‘sin k’ d u e  
to  risin g  se a  le ve ls (Ka lin , 20 0 8 )

⊳ In cre a sin g  h e a t  t e m p e ra tu re s a lso  e n cou ra g e  
p e op le  t o  le a ve  to  coo le r a re a s

⊳ P op u la t ion  d isp la ce m e n t  occu rs in  m a n y p a rt s o f 
t h e  w orld  in c lu d in g  North  Am e rica , Sou th  Am e rica , 
Eu rop e , Asia , Africa , a n d  Eu rop e  



Effects of Populat ion Displacement
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Maps

Miami - Dade and 
Broward County
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Miami-Dade County 
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⊳ Miami is one of the first cities in the U.S. to start 
stu d yin g  g e n t rifica t ion  a n d  fin d in g  so lu t ion s fo r t h e  
p rob le m  

⊳ Com m u n it ie s a re  t h e  fo llow in g : Lib e rty City, 
Ove rtow n , Lit t le  Ha va n a , Lit t le  Ha it i, a n d  Alla p a t t a h

⊳ Not  a ll c it ize n s ca n  a ffo rd  h om e s in  low -e le va t e d  
a re a s



Broward County 
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⊳ The lack of research on displacement
a n d  c lim a te  ju st ice  w ith in  Brow a rd  
Cou n ty is o f p a ra m ou n t  im p ort a n ce , 
on e  w h ich  sh ou ld  b e  a d d re sse d  w ith
a  se n se  o f u rg e n cy

⊳ Kila n  Ash a d , P h D a n d  Na n cy Me ta ye r, 
MHS in  Climate Change: The Threat 
Multiplier



Solut ions  
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⊳ Packing a population of residents into 
b u ild in g s 

⊳ Ma rke t s, sto re s, a n d  sch oo ls n e e d  to  b e  
ke p t  on  h ig h e r-e le va te d  la n d  

⊳ In st ill com m u n ity la n d  t ru st s
⊳ Esta b lish  h ou se  a llow a n ce s 
⊳ De cla re  a n  o ffic ia l Hou sin g  Sta t e  o f 

Em e rg e n cy (Ca ta lyst  Mia m i)



How you can help

1) Help low-income communities of color most vulnerable to 
disasters rebuild and recover

a) The New Florida Majority
b) Florida Rights Restoration Coalition

2) Fight for Housing Justice
a) Right To The City Alliance

3) Donate to organizations combatting gentrification and 
climate change
a) The New Florida Majority

4) Help educate communities about climate gentrification
12
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Thanks!
If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact us!

You can find us at     mayamojo@icloud.com and at 
emilyvo02@gmail.com

mailto:mayamojo@icloud.com
mailto:emilyvo02@gmail.com
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